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‘ Women’s Role from a Social Perspective

Despite all the remarkable development in our Arab World and the increase in the social networking
platforms that promote human’s rights in general and women’s rights in particular, in addition to the large
number of movements that defend women’s rights in all societies, it’s clear that many of our rights are still
plundered at a different percentage according to the different cases and different level of awareness in each
area.

Customs and traditions inherited by the generations over time turned into an indispensable belief and ide-
ology and an internal system that many societies legitimize. Reality has many including the nature of work
assigned to women, the type of college they can join after school, and many others...

We ended up prisoners of these customs and traditions, and being released from them is not easy no matter

how hard we try to change them or break the chains to be free.

Injustice practiced by society against women is a fact of life, and it was developed from the thought that
women are inferior to men and that they are unable to accomplish tasks or make decisions just like men do.
Inherited traditions made men guardians of women (sisters, wives, and daughters) overlooking what these
women think, because according to them women can’t make decisions or express themselves even when it’s

a personal issue.

It's not only in the Arab countries that women are marginalized, as there are many European countries that

recognize sex equality but still practice discrimination against their female citizens.




Gender-based discrimination is common everywhere and in all fields including women’s limited partic-
ipation in economy, politics and the labor market where women get less paid than men even when they

are efficiently equal.

We might not believe in women’s ability to lead and make right decisions in the right time, but we can nev-
er ignore the experiences of many influencing female leaders who saved their countries from collapse like
Joyce Banda who was the first woman ever to govern the poor Malawi in April 2012. Joyce found that the
state’s treasury was almost bankrupt while more than 65% of the population lived under the poverty level,
so she gave up more than half of her salary as a president and made all the ministers and official entities
do the same. She also sold all the presidential luxurious cars (like Mercedes) and flew in the economy class

after she sold the presidential plane for 45 million dollars.

When she was asked about why she decided to sell the plane in specific, she replied: “there’s a famine in
the country, and the plane maintenance and insurance costs us 300 thousand dollars per year. In addition,
travelers in economy class and first class all land in the same station.”

Women can achieve the same things as men because both sexes are born having a brain. So, women should
enjoy the same rights as men away from exploitation and depreciation. Society also has to change the way

it sees women in order to eliminate all forms of gender-based discrimination.
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portrait

Name: Aalaa Al-Khudr
Age: 21

City: Aleppo

iness Administration and Graphic Design

nt: Painting (all kinds)

A member of Women Support Unit.

Worked in the department of monitoring and evaluation within the project implemented by SSU under the

title: “Your Fingerprint Has an Impact”.

Participated in the trainings held by the Unit.

Her talent and skills helped her participate in the graffiti activity implemented in Al-Bab.

She has worked on improving her experience in graphic design and now she is a skilled logo designer.
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Rama... from Dream to Excellence

One of the best feelings ever is making your dream come

true. It’s the feeling when your little dreams have turned

into a success story on which many hopeless people can
: build to overcome the difficulties they face. Still, noth-
. ing at all feels like seeing the unbelievable results of your attempts after you have made many steps
but failed until you succeeded.
Rama Mustafa Yasin, aged 19, is from Alsfera city in the eastern countryside of Aleppo. Through
the success she has achieved, she changed from being a mere trainee in the project entitled; “Your
Fingerprint Has an Impact” to being an active member in the Youth Initiatives Team in SSU.
She spent her childhood and a part of her teenage in Aleppo City, and today she is a member of the
Sub-Committee of WSU in Al-Bab.
She completed her study in northern Syria after she and her family were displaced from Aleppo,
and now she’s a student in the Arabic Language Department at the University Free Aleppo. She
believes that the challenges she faced after being displaced played a great role in motivating her to
find opportunities through which she could improve her skills and hobbies.
Rama has passion for reading and creative writing. She writes about the nostalgia she has for Alep-
po, in addition to the other thoughts she writes and through which she expresses the reality. She
also works as an Arabic teacher at schools and teaches reading the Holy Quran in Masjids.
Displacement made Rama go through psychological stress in terms of being integrated and en-
gaged within the current community where she lives, but later she helped herself move on through
joining different training courses.
Rama says: “I saw an advertisement on one of the social networking sites about the trainings held
by WSU. I was impressed and I decided to apply for these trainings, then WSU approved my appli-
cation”. This was the first step made by Rama towards success and achieving her dreams.
She added: “I attended many trainings within the project entitled: (Your Fingerprint Has an Im-
pact) which is implemented by WSU. These trainings aim at empowering social and autonomous
leadership and peacebuilding. I also attended many discussion sessions, the thing that made me put
the skills and knowledge I acquired in practice. So, I volunteered in the Youth Initiatives Team and
now I'm an active member in it. I aspire to achieving my dream through improving my personal
skills so that I can have a strong personality. I believe I will return to my home city one day, and I
want to do that with a better personality”.
Rama dreams and seeks to be a writer, a poet, and a message carrier to convey, through her words,
all that she has been through since the revolution started until the present day. Today she takes the
initiative in spreading hope and strength among women like her. She cooperates in empowering
women’s role in all aspects of life, and she avoids pessimism that over time many people were taught

to live with as an integral part of their reality”
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Wamen Suppert

“ Who we are:

Women Support Unit is a civil society organization, concerned
with the women related issues (affairs) and seeks to empower
them politically, economically, socially and culturally alongside

to meet their needs.

To create a healthy community in which women are empowered
and able to contribute to bulding the community and facing the

challenges in partnership with the men.

Women Support Unit targets the women who are facing difficulties
regarding playing their optimal role in the society and seeks to
empower the women in the Northern and Eastern countryside of

Aleppo politically, socially, economically and culturally.
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